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Abstract

The Background Study of Paul s Use of
TA ZTITMATA in Galatians 6:17

Prof, Dr, KiCheol Joo

The expression ta otiypata 100 Inood (‘the marks of Jesus’)
comes in Gal 6:17. There has been scholarly debate on the meaning
of this expression since Paul does not explain its meaning clearly
and tad ottypata is used only in Galatians 6:17 in the NT(a
hapax legomenon). Apart from this debate, the term otiyua
is commonly understood as a mark or tattoo slaves were carrying
in their bodies in the ancient world. Since Paul considers himself
as ‘a slave (servant) of Jesus’ (Rom 1:1; Gal 1:10; cf. Tit 1:1)
people commonly understand the term otiypa as referring to
a certain mark which was given to Paul during his service for
Jesus. There is no problem with such an understanding.
Nevertheless, it seems necessary to examine the historical
background of the term otiypa since although the term otiypa
was commonly used in the ancient world in various contexts,
the specific sense was different from one era to another so it
is unclear what Paul means by the term otiypa in Gal 6:17.
In addition, since Paul regards the marks of Jesus in his body
as the reason why the Galatians should stop troubling him,
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clarifying the usage of otiyua in Gal 6:17 would sharpen the
meaning of the whole verse.

For this reason, the purpose of this study is to examine the
background of Paul’s use of the term otiyua in Gal 6:17. In
order to understand the meaning of tad otlypata in the Galatian
context, it is necessary to examine the usage of otiyua in the
ancient world since it was commonly used in the period and
Paul was probably aware of it. It is also necessary to study
the probable background that made Paul adopt the term otlyna.
In order to show this I will deal with the terminological analysis
and historical usage of otiyua in the first section. In the second
section, the meaning of ta otiypata tod Inood and its use
in relation to Jesus’ suffering and Paul’s suffering for Christ
and the reason why Paul suffers for Christ will be explored
in the wider Pauline context.

This study will lead to the conclusion that Paul’s use of the
term otiypa is most likely similar to that given to troublesome
slaves as a penalty. We can also perceive that Paul understands
Jesus as taking the form of a slave and suffered and dying on

the cross, which is well expressed in the phrase Td otlyuata

700 'Inoo®. The reason why Paul says ta otiypata 100 Inood
&v 1@ oopatt pov Baotdlo is because he wants to show that

he has Jesus’ mind and follows him, imitating him.

Keywords | the Marks of Jesus, stigma, Gal 6:17, the
historical background of the term stigma,
the usage of the term stigma.
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